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Subject:                 Country: USA 

Course/Grade:  4th Grade    State/Group: NJ 

School: Miller School 

 

UNIT SUMMARY:  

This unit focuses on the study of New Jersey’s history.  Students will discover the Native 

Americans were the first people to live in the land we now call New Jersey.   

 

UNIT RESOURCES: 

New Jersey: Adventures in Time and Place 

- Chapter 3: The First People of New Jersey 

- Chapter 4: Colonial New Jersey 

 

Internet Resource Links: 

 

 STAGE ONE 

GOALS AND STANDARDS: 

1. Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntary and involuntarily, immigrated to  

New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered. NJCCCS 6.1.4.D.2 
 
2. Describe how the influence of Native American groups, including the Lenni Lenape culture, 

 is manifested in different regions of New Jersey. NJCCCS 6.1.4.D.10   

3. Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New Jersey.  

NJCCCS 6.1.4.D.4        
          

4. Determine the impact of the European colonization on the Lenape. NJCCCS 6.1.4.D.1 
          

5. Explain the impact of slavery on NJ and individuals. NJCCCS 6.1.4.D.9   
          



6. Explain how cultures have dealt with conflict between traditions and new beliefs.  

NJCCCS 6.1.4.D.15        
          

7. Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find  

solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges. NJCCCS 6.1.4.A.15 
          

8. Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources. NJCCCS 6.1.4.B.8 
          

9. Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their  

communities. NJCCCS 6.1.4.C.1      
 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

1. People leave their homelands   

and resettle elsewhere for many reasons. 

      

2. When people settle in an area, they bring new  

ideas and ways of life.   

      

3. The arrival of new groups to an area can lead  

to conflict.    

      

4. Cultural difference between the Europeans and  

Native Americans led to conflicts that often results 

 in wars and the movement of Native Americans. 

      
 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 

What causes people to migrate to new lands? 

 

What happens when different cultural groups come into contact with one another? 

 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS: 

 

 

 

 



STAGE TWO 

PERFORMANCE TASKS: 

*Colonial oral presentations and research project     

*Create a timeline of important events in New Jersey’s colonial history.   

*Create a museum display that includes artifacts, letters etc. that depicts life in colonial NJ. 

*Create a map of colonial New Jersey and locate early settlements.   

*Write a letter to a friend back in Europe describing what life was like in colonial NJ and  

whether it was better or worse than the country they left.    

*Explore what colonial times were like and write a descriptive essay.    

         http://www.pbs.org/wnet/colonialhouse/history/    

*Reading A-Z book Colonial Times book (Level L) found at:     

        http://www.readinga-z.com/book.php?id=752 \\    

*If You Lived in Colonial Times by Ann McGovern     

* Colonial Day Project - Students choose colonial roles from a given list. They must write  

colonial speeches in first person and dress up as their role to present to the school community. 

*Colonial New Jersey Presentation found at:      

        https://sites.google.com/a/jefftwp.org/ssgrade4/colonial-nj-presentation 

        Presentation slides that summarize main ideas, key vocabulary, events, and people. 

* Cause and Effect: Explain why Europeans came to the area that is now NJ 

* Interpreting timelines Chapter 4 pages 96-97     

* Compare and Contrast: Describe some of the different beliefs the Lenape and Europeans 

had about the land             
 

 

 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STAGE THREE 

LEARNING PLAN: 

* Who were the settlers, where did they come from and where did they settle? 

* Why did Europeans leave their homes to settle in America in 1600-1700s? 

* Why did colonists choose to settle where they did?    

* What is a colony?        

* How much religious freedom should people have?    

* Why is religious tolerance important?      

* Did the Quaker views have any effect on religious freedom in NJ?   

  

* Who were the Native Americans of New Jersey?     

* Who were the Lenni Lenape?      

* What is the impact of European arrival?     

* What were the sources of conflicts between the colonists and the Native Americans? 

* How were conflicts resolved by the Quakers who settle in West Jersey/Pennsylvania as  

compared with the Puritans who settled in New England?    

* What was the impact on the Native American population?    

* How does exploration lead to the establishment of New Jersey?   
          

Key Vocabulary: artifact, archeologist, Lenape, heritage, religion, manetu, longhouse, 

wigwam, sakima, oral tradition, explore, colony, governor, immigrant, patroon, slavery, 
persecution,  proprietor, constitution, assembly, delegate, industry, indentured servant  
 

Integrate Geography: Reinforce map skills: keys, cardinal directions, compass rose, 

continents/oceans, latitude and longitude, types of maps    

Study colonial maps for placement of the 13 colonies, study a world map and explorer’s  

routes across the Atlantic       
 


